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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

1:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, 2010

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon and welcome back.

Let us pray. Guide us so that we may use the privilege given us
as elected Members of the Legislative Assembly. Give us the
strength to labour diligently, the courage to think and to speak with
clarity and conviction and without prejudice or pride. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: Hon. members, today in the Speaker’s gallery and in
the members’ gallery and in the public gallery are a number of
special guests. The Royal Canadian Legion, Alberta-NWT Com-
mand, takes a keen interest in promoting Mr. Speaker’s MLA for a
Day program. We’re very appreciative of both their financial
support and their involvement in this annual event, which began
yesterday afternoon and will conclude later this afternoon.

In the Speaker’s gallery are Mr. Bill Fecteau, the Legion’s
command chairman. I’'m going to ask him and the other individuals
that I identify to all rise. Mr. Fecteau is accompanied by the
students’ chaperones: Rod Stewart, president of the Vegreville
branch and past command vice-president; Joyce Stewart, past
president and executive committee member, Vegreville branch; Ted
Latimer, district 8 commander, Alberta-NWT Command; Donna
Latimer, a member of the Onoway branch; Karen Bruens, past
district 3 commander, member of the Vegreville branch; John
Ferguson, past president, Canmore branch, and member of the
Cochrane branch; Gloria Rogers, president, ladies auxiliary of the
Alberta-NWT Command; Sharon Fedak, first vice-president, ladies
auxiliary of the Alberta-NWT Command.

Seventy-eight students joined us yesterday and today — that’s a
record number — as participants in the MLA for a Day program.
Yesterday the participants spent time with the Royal Canadian
Legion, debated a resolution in this Assembly last night, and toured
the Legislature Building. This morning they were here in this
Chamber sitting in your chairs, and a very special seminar was held
for them. They also visited with a number of members in their
offices today and joined us for lunch prior to Oral Question Period
today.

These young people are seated in the members’ and public
galleries, and the Legion members are in the Speaker’s gallery. I’d
ask all of them now to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome
of the Assembly.

The hon. Minister of Education.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure today to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly
two very special guests: Krys Kunicki-Tadman, a constituent of
mine, a wonderful friend, and a tireless volunteer, along with her
cousin Krystyna Tichnow, who is here from Poland visiting Alberta
for the very first time. Along with visiting a number of places in
Edmonton and around the province, they’ll be enjoying a tour of this
beautiful Legislature Building later this afternoon. Given the tragic
events which took place in Krystyna’s homeland on the weekend,
may we extend to her and her family both our heartfelt welcome and
our heartfelt sympathy. They’re seated in the members’ gallery, and
I’d ask that they rise and receive the traditional warm welcome.

Mr. Speaker, I also have the honour and privilege of introducing
to you and through you to members of the Assembly a hundred
enthusiastic, bright, and inquisitive students from St. Mary/St.
Monica school in my constituency. St. Mary/St. Monica is a school
that I brag about a lot when I’'m talking around the province to
people about education. We have a hundred students accompanied
by their teachers Thérése Coates, Michelle Armstrong, Jesse
Diachuk, Tracee Laba, assistant Amanda Sergent, and student
teachers Brian Vaughan, Stephanie Hay, and Samantha Dudar. 1
mention student teachers particularly because St. Mary/St. Monica
stylize themselves as a professional learning school because they do
so much to help educate teachers in our province. They are seated
in the members’ gallery and the public gallery, and I’d ask them all
to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Airdrie-Chestermere.

Mr. Anderson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to introduce to
you and through you to all members of this Assembly a great friend,
colleague, and, of course, our leader of the Wildrose Alliance Party,
Ms Danielle Smith, and her wonderful executive assistant, Ms
Shannon Stubbs. Ifthey could please rise. Danielle is travelling the
province meeting and listening with Albertans across this great land,
and it’s an honour to serve with both of them. I’d ask that the
Assembly please give them a warm reception.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Employment and Immigration.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour and
a privilege to introduce to you and through you to our Assembly
parents of our current page Rayleen Nicolajsen. They are here
observing Rayleen in her role as a page during her last session here
at the Alberta Legislature. Joining us today in the Speaker’s gallery
are her father, Steen Nicolajsen, and her mother, Colleen Nicolajsen.
Steen works as a quality control officer and service co-ordinator for
Ackard Contractors, and Colleen is the account administrator at
North Pointe Community Church, which is in Edmonton-Castle
Downs. I would ask them to rise and receive the traditional
welcome of our Assembly.

The Speaker: Are there others? The hon. Member for Edmonton-
Calder.

Mr. Elniski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure today to
introduce to you and through you to members of this Assembly my
good friend and constituent Mrs. Patricia Bencz, the executive
director of the Our House Addiction Recovery Centre. Our House
is a long-term facility for men over the age of 18 who have been in
addiction for an average of 20 years. They’ve spent about 160 days
in other facilities before coming to Our House. Often these people
come in with concurrent disorders. It’s the 25th anniversary of the
facility. It’s a very tough job. Patricia, I want to thank you very
much for doing it and would ask everyone to join me in the tradi-
tional greeting.

Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung.

Holocaust Memorial Day

Mr. Xiao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is a great honour and a
privilege for me to rise today — actually, it should have been
yesterday — in commemoration of Yom ha-Shoah, also known as
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Holocaust Memorial Day. This year Holocaust Memorial Day fell
upon Sunday, April 11, in accordance with the Jewish lunar
calendar.

Mr. Speaker, the Holocaust was one of the worst atrocities
committed in the history of mankind. The lives of over 6 million
Jewish men, women, and children were senselessly ended in addition
to countless others who were systematically persecuted and annihi-
lated at the hands of the Nazi regime.

On November 16, 2000, the Holocaust Memorial Day and
Genocide Remembrance Act was proclaimed by this Legislature so
that we may do our part to ensure that these innocent victims will
never be forgotten. While we cannot change history, we must all do
our part to learn from the tragedies of the past and never permit them
to happen again.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Public Service Pension Plans

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Retirement is a critical
time for every Albertan. Albertans make great efforts and work very
hard to plan their retirement, setting aside funds to carry them
through their golden years. Some use RRSPs, some have employer
pensions. Members of Alberta’s public service depend upon plans
such as the Alberta teachers’ retirement fund, the public service
pension plan, and the local authorities pension plan.

These plans should have provided dedicated public servants with
benefits sufficient to ensure a comfortable retirement. The Alberta
Society for Pension Reform, however, claims that this government
has let them down. In a statement delivered to all MLAs, a state-
ment I encourage all members to read, these pensioners state that the
Alberta government promised pension benetfits of 60 per cent of
preretirement income after 30 years of service and 70 per cent after
35 years of service. Members of the public service pension plan and
the local authorities pension plan, furthermore, were promised that
cost-of-living increases would keep up with the actual cost of living.
Finally, and most importantly, the Alberta government guaranteed
the payment of these pensions.

1:40

The society claims that the Alberta government has broken each
of these promises. They go on to call these three government of
Alberta pension plans among the worst government pension plans in
Canada. According to the society the Tories took this retirement
savings and used the money as general revenue to pay off the debt
and build infrastructure, leaving the pension funds empty. Further-
more, cost-of-living increases were scaled back, co-ordinated
benefits were slashed, joint life pensions were reduced, and during
the "90s many workers were forced into early retirement, further
reducing their benefits, in some cases up to 16 per cent. Now the
government will no longer guarantee the payment of pensions.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, [ would urge all hon. members of this
Assembly and others interested to please visit the
albertapensionreform.ca website for more information on this issue.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

League of Ukrainian Canadians Anniversary
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women Anniversary

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour for me to rise
today and acknowledge the upcoming milestone celebrations on

April 17 of two very important organizations, namely, the League of
Ukrainian Canadians, Edmonton branch, 60th anniversary, and the
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women, Edmonton branch, 55th
anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, the League of Ukrainian Canadians was first
established under its original name, the Canadian League for the
Liberation of Ukraine, at a founding conference on December 25,
1949. The league held its original name until 1991, following the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, when Ukraine was proclaimed an
independent country. The League of Ukrainian Canadians is well
known for many political advocacy and public engagement initia-
tives to increase democracy and human rights for the Ukrainian
people and also for raising the awareness of Ukrainian history, of
which commemorating the Holodomor genocide in Ukraine of 1932-
33 serves as one significant example.

Mr. Speaker, the League of Ukrainian Canadian Women also
began at the founding conference on December 25, 1949, then
known as the women’s association of the Canadian league. The
Edmonton branch was established in 1954, and in 1991 the organiza-
tion was formally known as the League of Ukrainian Canadian
Women. Over the past number of years activities have included the
promotion of Ukrainian cultural heritage, education, humanitarian
activities, and raising the spectre of women’s challenges and issues
in the Ukraine. The work of the Edmonton branch of the League of
Ukrainian Canadian Women includes advocating for the release of
political prisoners, organizing the funding and building of the
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, located in Edmonton-Decore, and
the creation of the Verkhovyna Choir, a gem in Edmonton’s cultural
landscape.

Mr. Speaker, I commend all the individuals in the past, present,
and future involved in both of the organizations and Edmonton
branches for their tireless commitment and dedication to raising
peoples’ consciousness as it pertains to Ukrainian history, heritage,
culture, challenges, and issues.

Heartfelt thank you, Dyakuyu, and God bless these organizations
as they celebrate their milestone anniversaries in the years to come.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Airdrie-Chestermere.

Request for Unanimous Consent to Complete the Routine

Mr. Anderson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the Premier’s
director of media relations, Jerry Bellikka, posted on Twitter that I
had denied consent to recognize the Holocaust. I also got a call from
areporter saying that an MLA of this government was shopping the
same story to various media outlets. This accusation is defamatory,
it is patently false, and it is disgusting. I would highly suggest Mr.
Bellikka retract the statement immediately.

Mr. Speaker, a few short months ago my sweetheart, Anita, and
I visited Israel for three weeks. It is a beautiful nation with wonder-
ful people of all faiths. One of the highlights for us was our visit to
the Holocaust museum in Jerusalem. We walked reverently through
that sacred place, taking in the heartbreaking display of the Nazis’
evil and barbaric treatment of innocent Jewish men, women, and
children. It was an amazing experience, one that Anita and I will
cherish forever.

The Holocaust was one of the most horrific events in history. Six
million Jews were murdered by Nazis out of blind racial hate and for
no other reason. I want everyone to know that I, for one, will never,
ever forget.

Mr. Speaker, the Premier’s communications team has a long
history of being inept, but this is something more. I remember the
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days when the Paul Martin and the Jean Chrétien Liberals used
words like anti-Semitic, racist, anti-immigrant, redneck, scary, and
sexist to describe the parties of Preston Manning and Stephen
Harper. I never thought that this Premier’s office would resort to the
methods of Martin or Chrétien. People that have no new ideas or
anything of value to add to the public discourse often resort to
personal smears and fearmongering, and if history is any indication,
Albertans will reject outright any party that resorts to such tactics.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lesser Slave Lake.

Recognition of Slave Lake Constituents

Ms Calahasen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It has been said that the
heart of a volunteer is their strength, their dedication, and their
humility. For this reason I rise today to recognize the tremendous
work of five of my constituents. Of course, all of them are really
great.

On Friday, March 19, I attended the Alberta Association for
Community Living President’s Reception, where Barb Maclntyre
from Slave Lake was announced to become the president-elect of
AACL. Ms Maclntyre truly is one of a kind: always involved,
always concerned, always doing something to advance AACL’s
agenda but also never afraid to give praise as needed to others or to
nominate individuals from our community who have done some
great things.

One individual at that same time was recognized. AACL presents
yearly awards to individuals, organizations, and businesses that
promote the concept and spirit of community inclusion for people
with developmental disabilities. Mr. Tyler Warman from Boston
Pizza in Slave Lake was honoured because of his conscious,
proactive decision to hire a staff member with a developmental
disability and do whatever it takes to support them. Through his
example Mr. Warman has become a leader in our community by
proving that people with developmental disabilities can be valuable
employees and team members.

On March 27 I was honoured to be joined by the Member for
West Yellowhead to help present fire services exemplary service
medals to three of High Prairie Fire Department’s most distinguished
members: Mr. Dan Gillmor, with 24 years of service; Mr. Kenneth
Melnyk, with 26 years of service; and Mr. Anthony Belli, with 30
years of service. We are incredibly grateful to have Dan, Ken, and
Tony protecting our community, anticipating our most feared
moments when we are not able to help ourselves in a dangerous
environment but rely on their courage and their strength, putting our
lives in their hands.

To all five of my constituents: you are the heart of our community
for being exemplary role models and leaders whom we can all be
proud of. Congratulations, and thank you for all that you have done
and all that you continue to do.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Organ Donor Week

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I stand today to recognize
Organ Donor Week, which takes place April 18 through 25 of this
year. Organ donation has always been important to me. That is why
I introduced Motion 518 this session, which urges the government
to require Albertans to declare on the back of their Alberta health
card whether or not they want their organs donated.

Becoming an organ donor is not difficult. All you need to do is
carry an organ donor card in your wallet and discuss your wishes

with your family. In 2008 there were 4,330 people on waiting lists
for organ transplants in Canada, and of those, 215 people died while
waiting for their organ transplant. Ofthe 2,083 transplants that took
place, 1,541 were made possible because of organs from deceased
donors. Organ donation is one of the last acts of charity you can
make. In fact, one organ donor can save the lives of eight people
and assist the lives of nearly 50 more. It is a way to turn a tragic
event into a miracle for others.

There are more than 4,000 people waiting for an organ donation
now, and each week five Canadians die waiting for the organ
donation that does not come in time. I urge all members of this
Assembly to consider organ and tissue donation and to discuss their
choice with their families to declare their intent on their Alberta
health card.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Hon. members, I’d ask all of you to join with me in
recognizing the birthday anniversary of one of our members today.
It’s an anniversary for the hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, and |
do want the hon. member to know that she should fear not: her secret
remains with me. Happy birthday.

Clerk, hold the clock. Prior to the question period today I’d like
to make a brief statement.

1:50 Statement by the Speaker
Rotation of Questions and Members’ Statements

The Speaker: Hon. members, the chair wants to advise members of
certain modifications that are required to the rotation of questions
during Oral Question Period and to Members’ Statements as a result
of further changes in the composition of caucuses within this
Assembly. Given the number of changes to the rotation and to the
seating plan so far this session, the chair has attempted to integrate
the new independent member into the rotation of questions and
members’ statements with a minimum of disruption to the existing
order.

The Member for Calgary-Currie is entitled to the same number of
questions as the other independent member, the Member for Fort
McMurray-Wood Buffalo. The Member for Calgary-Currie will be
entitled to one question a week. In the rotation scheme used in the
Assembly, today is considered day 4, and the Member for Fort
McMurray-Wood Buffalo is entitled to ask a question. Tomorrow,
April 14, is day 1, and the Member for Calgary-Currie will be
entitled to ask the sixth question. This position had belonged to the
Official Opposition. To be clear, the only change to the question
period rotation will be the substitution of the Member for Calgary-
Currie to ask the sixth question on day 1.

Similarly, the Member for Calgary-Currie will be able to partici-
pate in Members’ Statements on the same basis as the other
independent member. Accordingly, his first opportunity to present
a member’s statement will be on day 31 of this session, which is
Wednesday, April 21. This position had belonged to the Official
Opposition.

The chair has provided revised calendars and outlines for the
rulings just provided to all members.

Oral Question Period
The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.
Health Services Executive Bonuses

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Last year Alberta
Health Services handed out executive bonuses when they had a
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projected deficit of $1.3 billion. The letters outlining the bonuses
said, “Many of the typical individual and portfolio performance
measures used to establish this payment were difficult to
measure . . . and [not consistent] during this year of transition.” To
the Premier: how can the Premier defend a bonus of $129,000 of
taxpayers’ money for one person when your documents show you
cannot measure the performance of that person?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the Alberta Health Services Board has
taken decisive steps to overhaul the process of executive contract
negotiations. The most important step is the establishment of a
standardized contract for senior executives, which will cover all of
the senior executives in Alberta Health Services.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Does the Premier support
Alberta Health Services handing out bonuses larger than most
Albertans make in a year as a reward for creating a $1.3 billion
deficit while public-sector employees are facing wage freezes?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if I could address that on
behalf of the Premier. We have to keep in mind here that stuff that
occurred two or three years ago is a matter of history. What’s more
important is how we’re going forward. When we have individuals
who are handling a $10 billion budget, approximately, we have
individuals who are looking after 400 different health facilities in the
province, we have individuals who are helping to manage or work
with approximately 90,000 employees across the province, it
requires us to be very competitive in who we hire and how we hire.

Dr. Swann: Again to the Premier, Mr. Speaker: will the Premier
order an immediate halt to the bonus system for Alberta Health
Services’ executives and restore some semblance of public confi-
dence?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, with respect to executive bonuses we
took a very big decision last year. We cancelled all senior level
management bonuses within the government, which is $40 million.
Alberta Health Services is following up on the leadership that this
government has shown and is going to renegotiate all of the
contracts and look at a consistent approach to all senior executive
positions within Alberta Health Services.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. My first question is to the Premier.
Given the information he’s just given that there will be standardized
contracts and given that he did the right thing and cancelled bonuses
for other public executives, will these standardized contracts contain
bonuses, or will he take a firm stand and ensure no bonuses are paid
on any of these standardized contracts as they are negotiated?
Which is it?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the Alberta Health Services Board has
amandate to negotiate senior executive level contracts, and they will
look at the most appropriate model used to bring about efficiencies
and improve access to health care. That’s why we have appointed
the board. They have the responsibility. Ifit’s going to be top down
all the time to every organization like that, we won’t get the kind of
achievements that we require in getting efficiencies in the system.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. My question, then, is to the
Minister of Health and Wellness. It’s a matter of public record that
this minister will sign off on the contracts of senior executives in
Alberta Health Services. Will this minister do the right thing and
refuse to sign any contract that has a bonus?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, the bonus system, as I indicated, is
part of being competitive to attract the very best people into the most
senior positions. However, in view of the difficult economic times
we’re in, it should be noted that bonuses paid out at the executive
vice-president level or at the senior vice-president level are limited
to 20 per cent only of their total yearly contracts.

Dr. Taft: Again to the Premier: given that the public experience of
Alberta’s health care system is a huge deficit, long waiting lists,
overcrowded facilities, and a staff and physician satisfaction survey
that is absolutely devastating, why won’t he do the same thing he did
for his deputy ministers and other public servants and eliminate
bonuses in the health services system? Why not? What are they
doing?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, as | said before, the decision rests with
the Alberta Health Services Board. They will look at the best way
to manage their senior executives. This is an issue that we dealt with
within government. It brought about a savings of over $40 million.
This came as a request from me and our government to our senior
officials, who, by the way, did not contest. They just simply said:
look, even though there’s a contractual obligation, we’re willing to
give up our bonuses in order to achieve the savings in government
that are necessary.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Small Business Assistance

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Recent numbers show that
insolvencies are up 9 per cent in Alberta and that there has been an
almost 80 per cent increase in bankruptcy proposals over the past
year. Now we find that Alberta is becoming a very minor player in
venture capital markets, attracting only 6 per cent of venture capital
dollars. We now have a situation where less and less money is going
into building the economy. More and more people are suffering
through the current crises, and all we get from government is
increasingly hollow claims that Alberta will be the strongest
economy and the first to recover. To the Premier: what will the
Premier do to increase the availability of venture capital in Alberta?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, we have taken bold steps to increase
the amount of venture capital invested in the province. It first starts
with the money that’s invested in research. Then it leads to further
commercialization of those ideas. In fact, we’ve set aside a hundred
million dollars to attract much of the investment to Alberta. There
were recent announcements, and there will continue to be more in
terms of money coming to the province. We’re on the right track.

The other thing, Mr. Speaker, is that we are debt free operation-
ally. We don’t have any debt in the bank to pay. We’re keeping our
taxes low. We’re not increasing them. That is what attracts business
to this province.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.
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Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What is the Premier doing to
deal with the fact that we have the highest per capita number of
bankruptcies in the country?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, we also had the hottest economy a
number of years ago, when oil was $145, $147 a barrel. Those are
some of the issues that the government, of course, is dealing with,
but now the economy has settled down. There are very good green
shoots in the economy coming forward, and we’re going to see a
good recovery not only in the number of businesses moving to
Alberta but continued flow of people to Alberta because they do see
this as a land of opportunity.

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, when will the Premier admit that his do-
nothing approach is only causing more and more pain for Alberta
families and small businesses?

Mr. Stelmach: Well, Mr. Speaker, in terms of doing nothing, here
we are a jurisdiction that said: no new taxes and no tax increases, no
fee increases; we eliminated health care premiums for all Albertans.
Those are all savings in the pockets of Albertans to be reinvested in
the economy. I declare that compared to all jurisdictions in Canada,
we have taken that leadership role, and we will continue. We will
be the first to be in the black by 2012-13.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Glenmore.

2:00 Electricity Transmission System

Mr. Hinman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government uses
words like “consult stakeholders and affected Albertans,” but they
believe the way to do this is to design fancy brochures, websites, and
radio ads set up by their lobbyists, campaign teams, and party
executives. Many Albertans describe the PC government as the old
boys’ club, nepotism, and party patronage. This government is
telling Albertans that their Rolls-Royce power plan is a great deal
and is needed, but Albertans are saying no. My question is to the
Premier. If the Alberta Electric System Operator is an independ-
ent. ..

The Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I believe the question is with respect
to the Alberta Utilities Commission. The Alberta Utilities Commis-
sion has the jurisdiction to decide where transmission lines are to be
located. They also have the jurisdictional ability to work with
landowners in terms of reasonable compensation for the construction
of the power lines. They also have, of course, control of the cost of
transmission because that is still one part that is regulated under the
Alberta Utilities Commission.

Mr. Hinman: Well, it’s clear that their new needs assessment
program is what their party connections need, not what Albertans
need. [interjections] Oh, hang on to your horses.

The Speaker: The hon. member signed a document to me not too
many weeks ago agreeing that there would be no preambles. Why
did he break his word? Proceed with your second question.

Mr. Hinman: Mr. Speaker, to the Premier: when the companies run
ads to promote their power plans, does he believe that it should also
be disclosed that the people in those ads are also members of the PC
Party’s executive?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, there was a comment made earlier, |
believe, with respect to the fact that there isn’t an increased demand
for electricity in this province. That is totally bogus. Last March,
when most of the province had about minus 35 degree weather, our
demand on electricity in this province was in excess of 9,000
megawatts. When we were at minus 52 this last December — and
most of the province was under the same weather system — our
demand increased just within a number of months to 10,236
megawatts. So what that member has said is totally wrong.

Mr. Hinman: Well, the Premier needs to be informed a little bit
better. [interjections]

The Speaker: The hon. member has the floor.

Mr. Hinman: Given that the Premier knows so much, I’ll ask him
this question. Since this government takes very good care of its
political allies, will this PC government let their campaign manager
stick Albertans with a 30-year power purchase agreement so they
can build an expensive nuclear plant here in Alberta?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I’'m not quite sure where the question
is going, but in terms of the nuclear policy for the province, we have
not denied anyone any fuel source, whether it be wind, water, coal-
fired, or even nuclear power. For any applications for nuclear,
decisions will be based on a case-by-case basis, and of course the
federal government has the most jurisdiction in this particular area.
Really, the province plays a very minor role in terms of nuclear
power.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

School Closures

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Parkdale, McCauley,
Eastwood, Fulton Place, and Capilano schools are five schools that
are on the chopping block tonight. At the same time, the Edmonton
public school board is not getting any new resources to support the
six schools that they are opening this September. The government
is forcing school boards to shift resources from older schools to new
ones. [ want to ask the Minister of Education why he is forcing
school boards to choose winners and losers when the families pay
the price.

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, nobody is forcing anyone to
choose winners and losers. What school boards do is make sure that
they provide the best possible educational opportunities for all the
students they serve within the resources that are available. It’s
totally wrong to say that there are no new resources for new schools
as much as it’s totally wrong to say that the closing of older schools
that have lost their student populations is simply a money issue. It’s
about educational programming, and school boards are in the best
position to determine how they can best provide educational
programming for their students.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, given that it’s absolutely clear from
talking to the school board that they have to shift resources, both
financial and personnel, from old schools to operate the new ones
and that is the primary reason for these school closures, why won’t
the minister admit that his government’s policy is forcing the school
board to close these inner-city schools?
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Mr. Hancock: Well, I wouldn’t admit that, Mr. Speaker, because
it’s totally wrong. It’s not a given that we’re forcing school boards
to move their resources. School boards have a number of physical
resources, called schools, and they have a number of financial
resources, and they have, of course, students that need to be served.
They have the job of making sure they provide the best possible
educational programming for the students that they have to serve.
That’s why we have local school boards, to meet that local need.

Mr. Mason: Well, he’s going to be the minister of busing, not
education, in a minute, Mr. Speaker.

Given that the school board is struggling to find ways to support
staff for these new schools, it sure looks like they’re going through
the motions with the school closure process. I want to ask the
Minister of Education to ensure that the Edmonton school board in
this case but school boards around the province have the resources
to operate new schools so they don’t have to close old ones. That’s
what’s happening, Mr. Minister.

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is putting the opening
of new schools and the closing of other schools into the same
package in a very inappropriate way. New schools have been asked
for in areas where there is an abundance of students and where an
abundance of buses are moving those students longer distances to go
to school. They have the resources. If there are students for those
schools, then they have the resources to hire the teachers for those
schools. That is not a problem. Where school boards do have a
problem is keeping open a large number of buildings, many of them
old building envelopes, many of them inefficient, paying for the
resources to keep those schools open and provide the broad base of
educational programs that are necessary for the students.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo.

Education Funding

Mr. Boutilier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wasn’t sure if . . .
[interjection] To the person across the way who said, “Quack,
quack,” you look like a duck.

Having said that, [ spoke to students today from my constituency,
three high school students. We’ve heard the government say that
education is an investment, not an expense. As a follow-up, schools
are being closed, programs are being cut, yet there’s a contradiction:
the government is blaming school boards. To the Minister of
Education: can you please explain this contradiction? Why are you
blaming school boards for the lack of funding by this government?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, nothing could be further from the truth.
First of all, I don’t know of any school in that particular member’s
jurisdiction that’s been closed. In fact, we’re trying to open them as
fast as we can. The reality is that we have school boards in this
province, and we have school boards in this province because we
believe that the connection to the local community is a very
important part of the educational process. If we’re going to have
school boards, we cannot be constantly second-guessing the
decisions that are in their purview to make and taking those
decisions out of their hands just because people don’t like the
decisions that are being made. They have to balance it, and they
have to make tough decisions.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
Mr. Boutilier: Yes.

Thank you. Given the comments by the

Minister of Education I want him to commit to this Assembly that he
will not cut education in Edmonton or in Fort McMurray or in any
one of the MLA’s constituencies. Because he believes education is,
in fact, an investment, not an expense, why don’t you cut somewhere
else, such as your own salaries, the 33 per cent you’re giving
yourself?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, I don’t know where this hon. member
has been for the balance of the session that’s happened so far when
we’ve spent time talking about it. There are only two budgets that
[ know of — there may be more — that have gone up in this province.
One is health, and the other is education, clearly indicating to the
public of Alberta where this government’s priorities are.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Boutilier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that he says that
education is an investment, yet universities are being cut back,
programs are being cut back, schools are being closed in his very
own constituency, my question is: commit to this House that there
will not be any further cuts to schools, laying off of teachers because
of the commitment to education to those three young people that are
in the gallery.

The Speaker: The hon. minister. [interjection] The hon. minister
has the floor.

Mr. Hancock: What an absolute absurdity, Mr. Speaker, an absolute
absurdity. Will I commit to this member that no teacher will ever be
fired? It’s just a few short years ago when we heard: how do we
make sure that we have the best possible teachers, and how do we
make sure that those that aren’t the best teachers find other things to
do? It would be absolutely absurd to guarantee to this member that
there would never be any change in life or any change in the world.
What I can say is this: education is a priority for this government.
We’ve increased the funding, and all school boards have had access
to that money.

The Speaker: [’'m going out tonight to check if there really is a full
moon.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

2:10 Health Services Executive Bonuses
(continued)

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. On October 26, 2009, the former
Minister of Health and Wellness addressed the Public Accounts
Committee, and he said: “Under the new model that the board chair
[of Alberta Health Services] outlined earlier, the board is responsible
for hiring, but the final sign-off comes through my office. So I guess
it’s joint, but the final signature is [the minister’s.]” My question is
to the Minister of Health and Wellness. Will he exercise his
authority as minister and refuse to sign any contracts that have
performance bonuses in Alberta Health Services?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, the bonus arrangement that may be
in place between the CEO and the president of Alberta Health
Services is between him and the board. If there are performance
bonuses, and I suspect there are, with executive vice-presidents or
senior vice-presidents, that’s a matter of those vice-presidents and
the CEO. What I can tell you is that there are very specific perfor-
mance measures that are in place right now that deal with increasing
access, shortening wait times, and providing Albertans with the
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outstanding health care excellence that they are accustomed to
receiving.

Dr. Taft: Well, how are those performance measures working so far,
Mr. Minister?

Why is the salary of the Deputy Minister of Health and Wellness
frozen, and why is that bonus frozen but this minister still allowing
the senior executives of Alberta Health Services to have a bonus?
Why the double standard?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, it’s true that bonuses are frozen for
senior members of the government. Alberta Health Services is, of
course, an arm’s-length organization. They operate very much with
their own scenarios, and they’re doing a pretty good job of handling
some very difficult and challenging circumstances. However, the
important thing is that there is greater certainty today, that there is
more stability, that there is greater predictability, and the five-year
funding plan coming forward will ensure it.

Dr. Taft: Mr. Speaker, this is the minister who boasted about being
hands on and getting in there, and we know he’s meddled and
interfered and stepped into all kinds of decisions. Will he do the
right thing and end this distorting system of bonuses that get paid to
one very select, already incredibly wealthy section of the public
service? Bring it to an end. Do the right thing.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, I’ve indicated before and I want to
stress this again: you have to engage the best people you can
possibly find when you’re administering about a $10 billion
operational budget comprised of taxpayer dollars, when you’re
managing over 400 health care related facilities and you have a
workforce totalling approximately 90,000 people. Those people are
working very hard, and so too are these top-level managers.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Battle River-Wainwright,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Buffalo.

Agricultural Assistance for Drought Recovery

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Eight years ago we had the
worst drought in the province’s history, and quite frankly we’ve had
a lot of dry years between then and now. This is making farmers
very nervous, especially this spring, when we’ve started off very dry.
To the minister of agriculture. Every single farmer in this province
knows that we’ve never lost a crop in April, but they’re nervous,
they need confidence, and they want to know what your department
has done to prepare for what may be another very bad year.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hayden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It has in fact been a very,
very difficult year on top of several before it. This past summer, as
an example, we experienced the worst drought conditions since the
Dirty Thirties, and this past winter, according to Environment
Canada, the prairie provinces received precipitation that was at a 60-
year low. We are working with the programs that we have to try to
assist the farmers in any area that we can with respect to risk
management and other areas.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that this may be a
very unique situation and another serious drought year, what

programs are in place to help farmers through this now in